LETTER TO EDITOR

Can thermo-scan
screening predict the
presence of Wuhan
coronavirus infection:
Observation on
detection rate and
efficacy from Thailand

Dear Editor,

Emerging viral infection is considered an important
problem for the medical society. There are many new
emerging virus infectious diseases. In December 2019,
a new coronavirus infection, Wuhan coronavirus
infection, was firstly reported from China and became
a global public health consideration.! The countries
that have international relationship with China with
many international flights have to implement infectious
control programs against the new emerging disease.
Thailand, a country in Southeast Asia, is a country
with many international flights from China, which had
implemented the standard thermo-scan screening at all
border posts at international airports for the detection
of the emerging Wuhan coronavirus infection. Here, the
authors summarize the observation on the screening
during the 1 month of disease emergence.

During the 1% month of emerging infectious diseases,
the standard thermo-scan screening at all border posts
at international airports in Thailand was performed on
the overall 9122 passengers, and there were 12 positive
screening cases. The positive screening rate is equal to
0.13% (95% confidence interval [CI] =0.07%-0.23%). Of
those screening positive cases, the final diagnosis of the
emerging Wuhan coronavirus infection was derived in
one case (detection rate 0.01%; CI = 0.002%-0.078%).
The rate of final diagnosis per positive screening case is
equal to 8.33%. Based on the data from the observation
from Thailand, the thermo-scanning at the international
post can help diagnose the imported case of infection,
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and this can confirm the necessity for international
preventive measures against the new emerging Wuhan
coronavirus infection.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

Pathum Sookaromdee!', Viroj Wiwanitkit>*

"TWS Medical Center, Bangkok, Thailand, 2Department of
Community Medicine, Dr. D. Y. Patil University, Pune, Maharashtra,
India, 3Department of Tropical Medicine, Hainan Medical University,
Haikou, China

Address for correspondence: Dr. Pathum Sookaromdee,
TWS Medical Center, Bangkok, Thailand.
E-mail: pathumsook @gmail.com

Submitted: 02-Feb-2020; Revised: 08-Feb-2020;
Accepted: 12-Feb-2020; Published: 22-May-2020

REFERENCES

1. Hsia W. Emerging new coronavirus infection in Wuhan, China:
Situation in early 2020. Case Study Case Rep 2020;10:8-9.

2. Yasri S, Wiwanitkit V. Editorial: Wuhan coronavirus outbreak
and imported case. Adv Trop Med Pub Health Int 2020;10:1-2.

This is an open access journal, and articles are
distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, which
allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work
non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit is given and
the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

Access this article online
Quick Response Code:

Website:

www.jmsjournal.net

DOI:
10.4103/jrms.JRMS_51_20

How to cite this article: Sookaromdee P, Wiwanitkit V. Can thermo-scan
screening predict the presence of Wuhan coronavirus infection:
Observation on detection rate and efficacy from Thailand. J Res Med
Sci 2020;25:53.

| 2020 |



