
© 2015 Journal of Research in Medical Sciences | Published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknow | September 2015 |919

emergency, strengthening of the various offices 
pertaining to their resources, and development of 
a global health emergency workforce/contingency 
fund so that desired resources can be immediately 
deployed without wasting time.

3.	 Cooperation between health and humanitarian 
systems: In the current outbreak of Ebola, a 
wide gap was highlighted between systems for 
responding to health emergencies and systems 
for humanitarian response. Thus, the panel 
recommends integrating these two systems at the 
earliest.[4,5]

Moreover, the estimates suggest that in the month 
of July 2014, there were fewer diagnostic services/
medical teams/trained responders and no vaccine, but 
over the next 1 year, the WHO has mobilized its largest 
response to the most severe/complex outbreak of this 
disease in the last four decades.[6,7] In fact, by July 2015, 
WHO has strengthened its response in different areas 
of the disease, namely technical experts; logistics and 
other support; early diagnosis; training; extending 
support to more than 110 nations; and expediting the 
vaccine trials so that vaccine can be introduced within 
18 months.[6-9] Thus, though our outbreak response 
has definitely improved, in this process in excess of 
10,000 people, including health professionals have 
lost their lives.[1,4,9]

To conclude, as the Ebola outbreak is still ongoing, it 
will be wrong on our part to only concentrate on the 
improved capacities in Ebola-affected nations. It is 
very important to realize that WHO has to seriously 
consider about their organization and functioning to 
minimize the sufferings among people on a global 
scale.
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How World Health 
Organization has 
fared in tackling the 
2014-2015 outbreak 
of Ebola virus disease?

Sir,
Since the notification of the first confirmed case of 
Ebola virus disease in March 2014, close to 27,550 cases 
and 11,235 Ebola associated deaths have been reported.[1] 
Although the public health system of the Ebola-affected 
nations had many weaknesses, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) also failed to respond to the 
outbreak in initial stages, especially with regard to their 
functioning as an agency and even the implementation 
of International Health Regulations (IHR) as the disease 
was subsequently detected in the European and 
American region.[1-3]

In fact, to assess the response of WHO’s to Ebola 
disease, a panel comprising of scientific experts was 
created to identify the lacunae and suggest possible 
recommendation to improve the quality of response to 
any future outbreaks.[4] The panel came out with their 
comments and recommendation in three main areas 
pertaining to WHO:
1.	 The IHR: It aims to ensure global health security 

by ensuring prevention and control and to 
develop an effective response to restrict the 
international spread of disease without disturbing 
the international traffic and trade. However, the 
critical analysis revealed that most of the member 
states failed to implement the surveillance and 
data collection measures, and even imposed travel 
bans and other unnecessary measures resulting in 
negative political/economic/social impact on the 
affected nations. The panel expert recommend that 
WHO should formulate a comprehensive plan to 
strengthen the core provisions of IHR in all nations; 
strengthen various levels of organization; plan to 
introduce incentives for nations who notify public 
health risks to WHO; and discourage nations 
from implementing measures that interfere with 
international traffic/trade.[4,5]

2.	 Health emergency response capacity: The panel 
concluded that WHO should be the main response 
agency for all health emergencies. However, to 
ensure, it reforms are needed, especially with 
regard to the funding of agency to tackle a health 

L
e

t
t

e
r
 t

o
 E

d
it

o
r



Letter to Editor

Journal of Research in Medical Sciences| September 2015 | 920

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 
License, which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the 
work non-commercially, as long as the author is credited and the 
new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

Access this article online
Quick Response Code:

Website:  

www.jmsjournal.net

DOI:  

****

REFERENCES

1.	 World Health Organization. Ebola Situation Report; 1 July, 
2015. Available from: http://www.apps.who.int/ebola/current-
situation/ebola-situation-report-1-july-2015. [Last accessed on 
2015 Jul 05].

2.	 Check Hayden E. Ebola failures prompt WHO rethink. Nature 
2015;521:137.

3.	 Dentico N, Acuña DL. The late arousal of WHO on Ebola virus. 
Assist Inferm Ric 2015;34:47-8.

4.	 WHO. Panel of Independent Experts. Report of the Ebola Interim 
Assessment Panel; July 2015. Geneva: WHO Press; 2015.

5.	 World Health Organization. WHO Response to the Ebola Interim 
Assessment Panel Report; 2015. Available from: http://www.who.
int/mediacentre/news/statements/2015/ebola-panel-report/en/. 
[Last accessed on 2015 Jul 08].

6.	 Alwan A. The work of WHO in the Region: A review of 2014. East 
Mediterr Health J 2015;20:759-60.

7.	 World Health Organization. Ebola Response in Action. Geneva: 
WHO Press; 2015.

8.	 World Health Organization. Progress in the Ebola Response; 2015. 
Available from: http://www.who.int/csr/disease/ebola/response/
infographic/en/. [Last accessed on 2015 Jul 08].

9.	 Gostin LO, Friedman EA. A retrospective and prospective analysis 
of the West African Ebola virus disease epidemic: Robust national 
health systems at the foundation and an empowered WHO at the 
apex. Lancet 2015;385:1902-9.

How to cite this article: Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS, Ramasamy J. How 
World Health Organization has fared in tackling the 2014-2015 outbreak of 
Ebola virus disease?. J Res Med Sci 2015;20:919-20.


